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Statement on Formal Withdrawal
From the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile
Treaty
June 13, 2002

Six months ago, I announced that the
United States was withdrawing from the
1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty,
and today that withdrawal formally takes ef-
fect. With the treaty now behind us, our task
is to develop and deploy effective defenses
against limited missile attacks. As the events
of September 11 made clear, we no longer
live in the cold war world for which the ABM
Treaty was designed. We now face new
threats, from terrorists who seek to destroy
our civilization by any means available to
rogue states armed with weapons of mass de-
struction and long-range missiles. Defending
the American people against these threats is
my highest priority as Commander in Chief.

The new strategic challenges of the 21st
century require us to think differently. But
they also require us to act. I call on the Con-
gress to approve the full amount of the fund-
ing I have requested in my budget for missile
defense. This will permit the United States
to work closely with all nations committed
to freedom to pursue the policies and capa-
bilities needed to make the world a safer
place for generations to come.

I am committed to deploying a missile de-
fense system as soon as possible to protect
the American people and our deployed
forces against the growing missile threats we
face. Because these threats also endanger our
allies and friends around the world, it is es-
sential that we work together to defend
against them, an important task which the
ABM Treaty prohibited. The United States
will deepen our dialog and cooperation with
other nations on missile defenses.

Last month, President Vladimir Putin and
I agreed that Russia and the United States
would look for ways to cooperate on missile
defenses, including expanding military exer-
cises, sharing early warning data, and explor-
ing potential joint research and development
of missile defense technologies. Over the
past year, our countries have worked hard
to overcome the legacy of the cold war and
to dismantle its structures. The United States
and Russia are building a new relationship

based on common interests and, increasingly,
common values. Under the Treaty of Mos-
cow, the nuclear arsenals of our nations will
be reduced to their lowest levels in decades.
Cooperation on missile defense will also
make an important contribution to furthering
the relationship we both seek.

Commencement Address at Ohio
State University in Columbus, Ohio
June 14, 2002

Thank you all very much. I appreciate that
very warm welcome. President Kirwan, thank
you for inviting me. Governor Taft, Chair-
man Patterson, distinguished members of the
Ohio State faculty, trustees, family members,
distinguished guests, and most importantly,
members of the mighty class of 2002. Con-
gratulations. You’ve earned a degree at a
great American institution, and you have
every right to be proud.

I want to congratulate your parents. Many
of you have written your last tuition check.
[Laughter] That must be nice. I’m still writ-
ing them. [Laughter] You’ve given so much
encouragement and support to your children,
and their gratitude will only increase over the
years. I also commend Ohio State’s fine fac-
ulty, which has done so much to shape the
minds and hopes of the graduating class.

One more word of congratulations is in
order. Today I had the honor of meeting
Coach Jim Tressel—most polite of him to
share with me the really fine experience that
the Buckeyes had up in Ann Arbor this year.

And I appreciate so very much the hon-
orary degree you’re conferring upon me
today. I’m delighted that George
Steinbrenner is receiving one as well. I guess
we’re both being honored as legends of base-
ball—[laughter]—legends, at least, in our
own minds. [Laughter]

I am now the only person standing be-
tween you and your diploma. The tradition
of commencement addresses is to be brief
and forgotten. I assure you that this speech
will be shorter than it seems.

Your senior year was special in your life,
and the months since last September have
been extraordinary in our country’s history.
On a Tuesday morning, America went from
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